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INTRODUCTION 
 

This is the third collection of readings and prayers that we have produced since 
the Covid-19 pandemic struck in March of this year. Since the last edition, the 
lockdown was eased on 6 July; in-person worship returned to our churches on 2 
August, and those who had been shielding were able to stop doing so on 16 
August. In some respects, then, life has started to return to something like 
normality. In other respects, however, it is far from normal. Even though public 
worship can now take place in our churches – a source of great joy – social 
distancing means that there is a limit on the numbers able to attend. A lot of 
people are still nervous about mixing with others, while many will remain 
housebound regardless of the situation in relation to Covid. 
 
We have decided, then, to continue producing these little booklets, which we 
hope are helpful. Even if you are attending worship, it’s no bad thing to look 
over the set readings before the Sunday! And for those who are still unable to 
join us in person, we hope that having these resources will enable you to feel 
connected with the worship which is being offered week by week in our parish. 
 
As always, we as your clergy are ready to willing to offer help or support in any 
way we can – don’t be afraid to get in touch. 
 

Fr Richard Green 
Revd Peter Godsall 
September 2020 
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ONLINE SERVICES 

 
Livestreamed Eucharist every Sunday at 9.30am 

Other special occasions as announced 
 

Every Tuesday and Thursday at 9.30am 
Wednesdays alternately 9.30am or 6.00pm 

Mid-week Eucharist with homily 
 

www.facebook.com/stfagansaberdare 
 

Services are available afterwards on our YouTube channel 
www.youtube.com and search for Parish of Aberdare St Fagan  

 
Links are also available at www.stfagansaberdare.co.uk/livestreamed-services 

 
 
 
 
 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION FOR MATERIAL CONTAINED  
IN THIS BOOKLET 

 
The prayers for the morning, evening and before going to bed are taken from 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer © The Archbishops’ Council 2005. 
 
The collects are © Representative Body of the Church in Wales 2003. 
 
Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized 
Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/
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PRAYERS FOR VARIOUS OCCASIONS 
 

Forms of morning prayer, prayer during the day, evening prayer and night 
prayer can be found by searching online for “Church of England Daily Prayer”. 
 
Further resources can also be found on the Church in Wales website, 
www.churchinwales.org.uk 
 
A prayer for the morning 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one 
heart and mind. As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of 
your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
A prayer for the evening 
That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, let us pray with one heart 
and mind. As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, so may your mercy 
come down upon us to cleanse our hearts and set us free to sing your praise 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
A prayer before going to bed 
Lighten our darkness, Lord, we pray, and in your great mercy defend us from 
all perils and dangers of this night, for the love of your only Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
A prayer for all those affected by Covid-19 
Dear Father, who created us, and redeemed us, and who has promised us your 
love, be with us in a time of danger and of worry. May those who suffer, or who 
are ill, know the blessing of your grace, while we who are well be inspired by 
your Spirit to be wise and to be servants, working for the healing and wholeness 
of all, each in our own way. Keep us calm and cautious, strong and open to 
service, so that we take care of those around us, and also ourselves. We ask this 
in the name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
The Diocese of Llandaff Vision Prayer 
Loving heavenly Father, you call us to grow your kingdom, help us to tell a 
joyful story and to build your goodness in our world, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

It is an ancient practice of the Church that, when people are prevented from 
attending the Holy Eucharist, they are invited to express, in the words of St 
Thomas Aquinas, ‘an ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Holy Sacrament and a 
loving embrace as though we had already received Him.’ Therefore, during this 
time you are invited to pray one of these prayers, which may be said as often as 
you desire, but is most appropriate when you would normally be attending the 
Eucharist 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. 
I love you above all things, and I long for you in my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
As though you have already come, 
I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; 
never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 
 

Or 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
you are the bread of life and the one true vine. 
I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist. 
I seek you. I worship and adore you. 
Since I cannot receive you in the Eucharistic bread and wine, 
I pray that you will come into my heart and soul, 
that I may be united to you, by your all-powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit. 
Let me receive you, and be nourished by you. 
Become for me the manna in my wilderness, 
the bread of angels for my very human journey through time, 
a foretaste of the heavenly banquet, 
and solace in the hour of my death. 
I pray all this, trusting that you yourself are 
our Life, our Peace, and our everlasting Joy. Amen. 
 
Source:  
https://www.praytellblog.com/index.php/2020/03/15/seeking-to-
encounterthe- 
eucharistic-christ-in-digital-bread-and-wine/ 
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SUNDAY COLLECTS AND READINGS 

 
The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity – 6 September 2020 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, who called your Church to bear witness that you were in Christ 
reconciling the world to yourself: help us to proclaim the good news of your 
love, that all who hear it may be drawn to you; through him who was lifted up 
on the cross, and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Ezekiel 33.7-11 
The word of the Lord came to me: So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the 
house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them 
warning from me. If I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked ones, you shall surely die’, 
and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked 
shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. But if you 
warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, 
the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. Now you, 
mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: ‘Our transgressions and 
our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we 
live?’ Say to them, As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn 
back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
 
Psalm 119:33-40  
Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I will observe it to the end. 
Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with my whole 
heart. Lead me in the path of your commandments, for I delight in it. Turn my 
heart to your decrees, and not to selfish gain. Turn my eyes from looking at 
vanities; give me life in your ways. Confirm to your servant your promise, which 
is for those who fear you. Turn away the disgrace that I dread, for your 
ordinances are good. See, I have longed for your precepts; in your righteousness 
give me life.  
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Romans 13:8-14  
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, "You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet"; and any 
other commandment, are summed up in this word, "Love your neighbour as 
yourself." Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling of 
the law. Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for 
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works 
of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day, 
not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  
 
Matthew 18:15-20  
Jesus spoke to his disciples: "If another member of the church sins against you, 
go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens 
to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or 
two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the 
evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell 
it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such 
a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about 
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two 
or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them."  
 
 

The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity – 13 September 2020 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, whose only Son has opened for us a new and living way into your 
presence: give us pure hearts and steadfast wills to worship you in spirit and in 
truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Genesis 50:15-21  
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, "What if Joseph still 
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did 
to him?" So they approached Joseph, saying, "Your father gave this instruction 
before he died, 'Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and 
the wrong they did in harming you.' Now therefore please forgive the crime of 
the servants of the God of your father." Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 
Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, "We are here as 
your slaves." But Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of 
God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in 
order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I 
myself will provide for you and your little ones." In this way he reassured them, 
speaking kindly to them.  
 
Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13  
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. Bless 
the LORD, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits-- who forgives all your 
iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the Pit, who 
crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good as long 
as you live so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. The LORD works 
vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. He made known his ways to 
Moses, his acts to the people of Israel. The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow 
to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will not always accuse, nor will he 
keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay 
us according to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so 
great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from 
the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us. As a father has 
compassion for his children, so the LORD has compassion for those who fear 
him.  
 
Romans 14:1-12  
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling 
over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 
vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who 
abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 
Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own 
lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make 
them stand. Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge 
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all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who 
observe the day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in 
honour of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, 
abstain in honour of the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to 
ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if 
we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are 
the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord 
of both the dead and the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother or 
sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand 
before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every 
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God." So then, each 
of us will be accountable to God.  
 
Matthew 18:21-35  
Peter came and said to Jesus, "Lord, if another member of the church sins 
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?" Jesus said to 
him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. "For this reason the 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 
with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be 
sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to 
be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 'Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you everything.' And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave 
released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, 
came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
seizing him by the throat, he said, 'Pay what you owe.' Then his fellow slave fell 
down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' But he 
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 
When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, 
and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord 
summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 
because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 
slave, as I had mercy on you?' And in anger his lord handed him over to be 
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do 
to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your 
heart."  
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The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity – 20 September 2020 
 
The Collect 
God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church in the 
burning fire of your love: grant that your people may be fervent in the 
fellowship of the gospel that, always abiding in you, they may be found 
steadfast in faith and active in service; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Jonah 3:10-4:11  
When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their evil 
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring 
upon them; and he did not do it. But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he 
became angry. He prayed to the LORD and said, "O LORD! Is not this what I said 
while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the 
beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, 
O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live." 
And the LORD said, "Is it right for you to be angry?" Then Jonah went out of the 
city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat 
under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. The LORD 
God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 
But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the 
bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, 
and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that 
he might die. He said, "It is better for me to die than to live." But God said to 
Jonah, "Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?" And he said, "Yes, angry 
enough to die." Then the LORD said, "You are concerned about the bush, for 
which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a 
night and perished in a night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, 
that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand 
persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many 
animals?"  
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Psalm 145:1-8  
I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever. Every 
day I will bless you, and praise your name forever and ever. Great is the LORD, 
and greatly to be praised; his greatness is unsearchable. One generation shall 
laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts. On the glorious 
splendour of your majesty, and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. The 
might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed, and I will declare your 
greatness. They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness, and shall 
sing aloud of your righteousness. The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
 
Philippians 1:21-30  
For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labour for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed 
between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far 
better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am 
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your 
progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in 
Christ Jesus when I come to you again. Only, live your life in a manner worthy of 
the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear 
about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by 
side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by 
your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your 
salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has graciously granted you the 
privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well-- since 
you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still 
have.  
 
Matthew 20:1-16  
Jesus said to the disciples: "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who 
went out early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing 
with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 
When he went out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace; and he said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay 
you whatever is right.' So they went. When he went out again about noon and 
about three o'clock, he did the same. And about five o'clock he went out and 
found others standing around; and he said to them, 'Why are you standing here 
idle all day?' They said to him, 'Because no one has hired us.' He said to them, 
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'You also go into the vineyard.' When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his manager, 'Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with 
the last and then going to the first.' When those hired about five o'clock came, 
each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they 
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual 
daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 
saying, 'These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us 
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.' But he replied 
to one of them, 'Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for 
the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this 
last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?' So the last will be 
first, and the first will be last."  
 
 

The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity – 27 September 2020 
 
The Collect 
O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers of your people who call 
upon you; and grant that they may both perceive and know what things they 
ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32  
The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, "The parents have eaten sour grapes, and 
the children's teeth are set on edge"? As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb 
shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of 
the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins 
that shall die. Yet you say, "The way of the Lord is unfair." Hear now, O house of 
Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous 
turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for 
the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked 
turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and 
right, they shall save their life. Because they considered and turned away from 
all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall 
not die. Yet the house of Israel says, "The way of the Lord is unfair." O house of 
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Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? Therefore I will 
judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord 
GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be 
your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed 
against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, 
O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord 
GOD. Turn, then, and live.  
 
Psalm 25:1-9  
To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put 
to shame; do not let my enemies exult over me. Do not let those who wait for 
you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. Lead me in your 
truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day 
long. Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, for they 
have been from of old. Do not remember the sins of my youth or my 
transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember me, for your 
goodness' sake, O LORD! Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs 
sinners in the way. He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the 
humble his way.  
 
Philippians 2:1-13  
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be 
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 
better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to 
the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, just as you 
have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my 
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absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who 
is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  
 
Matthew 21:23-32  
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing 
these things, and who gave you this authority?" Jesus said to them, "I will also 
ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what 
authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it 
of human origin?" And they argued with one another, "If we say, 'From heaven,' 
he will say to us, 'Why then did you not believe him?' But if we say, 'Of human 
origin,' we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet." So they 
answered Jesus, "We do not know." And he said to them, "Neither will I tell you 
by what authority I am doing these things. "What do you think? A man had two 
sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work in the vineyard today.' He 
answered, 'I will not'; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went 
to the second and said the same; and he answered, 'I go, sir'; but he did not go. 
Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to 
them, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness 
and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed 
him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”  
 
 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity (Harvest Thanksgiving) 
4 October 2020 
 
The Collect 
Lord of all creation, you give us the fruits of the earth in their season and crown 
the year with your goodness: help us so to receive your gifts with thankful 
hearts that we may use them to your glory, for the relief of those in want and to 
meet our daily needs; through Jesus Christ the Bread of life, who is alive and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Deuteronomy 8.7-18 
The Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing streams, 
with springs and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, a land of 
wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees 
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and honey, a land where you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will 
lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine 
copper. You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your God for the good land that 
he has given you. Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing 
to keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am 
commanding you today. When you have eaten your fill and have built fine 
houses and live in them, and when your herds and flocks have multiplied, and 
your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, then do not 
exalt yourself, forgetting the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you through the great and terrible 
wilderness, an arid waste-land with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made 
water flow for you from flint rock, and fed you in the wilderness with manna 
that your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end 
to do you good. Do not say to yourself, ‘My power and the might of my own 
hand have gained me this wealth.’ But remember the Lord your God, for it is he 
who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he 
swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today. 
 
Psalm 65 
Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; and to you shall vows be performed, O you 
who answer prayer! To you all flesh shall come. When deeds of iniquity 
overwhelm us, you forgive our transgressions. Happy are those whom you 
choose and bring near to live in your courts. We shall be satisfied with the 
goodness of your house, your holy temple. By awesome deeds you answer us 
with deliverance, O God of our salvation; you are the hope of all the ends of the 
earth and of the farthest seas. By your strength you established the mountains; 
you are girded with might. You silence the roaring of the seas, the roaring of 
their waves, the tumult of the peoples. Those who live at earth’s farthest 
bounds are awed by your signs; you make the gateways of the morning and the 
evening shout for joy. You visit the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it; 
the river of God is full of water; you provide the people with grain, for so you 
have prepared it. You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, softening 
it with showers, and blessing its growth. You crown the year with your bounty; 
your wagon tracks overflow with richness. The pastures of the wilderness 
overflow, the hills gird themselves with joy, the meadows clothe themselves 
with flocks, the valleys deck themselves with grain, they shout and sing together 
for joy. 
 



 18 

2 Corinthians 9.6-15 
The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made 
up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that 
by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every 
good work. As it is written, ‘He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his 
righteousness endures for ever.’ He who supplies seed to the sower and bread 
for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest 
of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for your great 
generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; for the 
rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also 
overflows with many thanksgivings to God. Through the testing of this ministry 
you glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and 
by the generosity of your sharing with them and with all others, while they long 
for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has 
given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!  
 
Luke 17.11-19 
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria 
and Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their 
distance, they called out, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’ When he 
saw them, he said to them, ‘Go and show yourselves to the priests.’ And as they 
went, they were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at 
Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, ‘Were 
not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them 
found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?’ Then he said to 
him, ‘Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.’ 
 

The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity – 11 October 2020 
 
The Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us your gift of faith that, forsaking 
what lies behind and reaching out to that which is before, we may run the way 
of your commandments and win the crown of everlasting joy; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Isaiah 25:1-9  
O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have 
done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For you have 
made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no 
more, it will never be rebuilt. Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of 
ruthless nations will fear you. For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge 
to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the 
heat. When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, the noise of 
aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 
the song of the ruthless was stilled. On this mountain the LORD of hosts will 
make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food 
filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this 
mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over 
all nations; he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away 
the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all 
the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our 
God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for 
whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.  
 
Psalm 23  
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green 
pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in 
right paths for his name's sake. Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I 
fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff-- they comfort me. You 
prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head 
with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.  
 
Philippians 4:1-9  
My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm 
in the Lord in this way, my beloved. I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of 
the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help 
these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, 
together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the 
book of life. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 



 20 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, 
beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence 
and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on 
doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, 
and the God of peace will be with you. 
  
Matthew 22:1-14  
Once more Jesus spoke to the chief priest and Pharisees in parables, saying "The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for 
his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding 
banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, 'Tell 
those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my 
fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding 
banquet.' But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to 
his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 
The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and 
burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, 'The wedding is ready, but those 
invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite 
everyone you find to the wedding banquet.' Those slaves went out into the 
streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding 
hall was filled with guests. "But when the king came in to see the guests, he 
noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, 
'Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?' And he was 
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, 'Bind him hand and foot, and 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.' For many are called, but few are chosen."  
 
 

St Luke the Evangelist – 18 October 2020 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, you called Luke the physician, whose praise is in the gospel, to be 
an evangelist and physician of the soul: by the grace of the Spirit and through 
the wholesome medicine of the gospel, give your Church the same love and 
power to heal; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Isaiah 35.3-6 
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who 
are of a fearful heart, Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come 
with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you. Then the 
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the 
lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy; waters 
shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert. 
 
Psalm 147.1-7  
How good it is to sing praises to our God! How pleasant it is to honour him with 
praise! The Lord rebuilds Jerusalem; he gathers the exiles of Israel. He heals the 
brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. He counts the number of the stars 
and calls them all by their names. Great is our Lord and mighty in power; 
there is no limit to his wisdom. The Lord lifts up the lowly, but casts the wicked 
to the ground.  
 
2 Timothy 4.5-17 
As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, 
carry out your ministry fully. As for me, I am already being poured out as a 
libation, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now on there is reserved for 
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give 
me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his 
appearing. Do your best to come to me soon, for Demas, in love with this 
present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to 
Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with 
you, for he is useful in my ministry. I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus. When you 
come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above 
all the parchments. Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord will 
pay him back for his deeds. You also must beware of him, for he strongly 
opposed our message. At my first defence no one came to my support, but all 
deserted me. May it not be counted against them! But the Lord stood by me 
and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully 
proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion's 
mouth. 
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Luke 10.1-9 
The Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to 
every town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, "The 
harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out labourers into his harvest. Go on your way. See, I am 
sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no 
sandals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, 
'Peace to this house!' And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace 
will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same 
house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the labourer deserves to 
be paid. Do not move about from house to house. Whenever you enter a town 
and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are 
there, and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to you.'" 
 
 

The Last Sunday after Trinity – 25 October 2020 
 
The Collect 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy scriptures to be written for our learning: 
help us so to hear them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, 
through patience and the comfort of your holy word, we may embrace and for 
ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Deuteronomy 34:1-12  
Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, 
which is opposite Jericho, and the LORD showed him the whole land: Gilead as 
far as Dan, all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah 
as far as the Western Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain -- that is, the valley of 
Jericho, the city of palm trees -- as far as Zoar. The LORD said to him, "This is the 
land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, 'I will give it to 
your descendants'; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross 
over there." Then Moses, the servant of the LORD, died there in the land of 
Moab, at the Lord's command. He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, 
opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. Moses was 
one hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his 
vigour had not abated. The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab 
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thirty days; then the period of mourning for Moses was ended. Joshua son of 
Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands on him; 
and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD 
knew face to face. He was unequalled for all the signs and wonders that the 
LORD sent him to perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his 
servants and his entire land, and for all the mighty deeds and all the terrifying 
displays of power that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel.  
 
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17  
Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains 
were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from 
everlasting to everlasting you are God. You turn us back to dust, and say, "Turn 
back, you mortals." For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it 
is past, or like a watch in the night. You sweep them away; they are like a 
dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning; in the morning it flourishes 
and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers. Turn, O LORD! How long? 
Have compassion on your servants! Satisfy us in the morning with your 
steadfast love, so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. Make us glad as 
many days as you have afflicted us, and as many years as we have seen evil. Let 
your work be manifest to your servants, and your glorious power to their 
children. Let the favour of the Lord our God be upon us, and prosper for us the 
work of our hands -- O prosper the work of our hands!  
 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8  
You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in 
vain, but though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at 
Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of 
God in spite of great opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or 
impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been approved by God to be 
entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please 
mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our 
witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor 
did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, though we 
might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among 
you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for 
you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but 
also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.  
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Matthew 22:34-46  
When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 
"Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?" He said to him, 
"'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.' This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is 
like it: 'You shall love your neighbour as yourself.' On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets." Now while the Pharisees were gathered 
together, Jesus asked them this question "What do you think of the Messiah? 
Whose son is he?" They said to him, "The son of David." He said to them, "How 
is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 'The Lord said to my 
Lord, "Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet"'? If David 
thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?" No one was able to give him an 
answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.  
  
 

All Saints – 1 November 2020 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and 
fellowship in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: grant us grace so to 
follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that we may come to 
those inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who truly love you; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Revelation 7:9-17  
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their 
hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who 
is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!" And all the angels stood around the 
throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their 
faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, "Amen! Blessing and glory 
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power and might be to our God 
forever and ever! Amen." Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who 
are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?" I said to him, "Sir, 
you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they who have 
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come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of 
God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is 
seated on the throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no 
more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the 
centre of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of 
the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."  
 
Psalm 34:1-10, 22  
I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth. My 
soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad. O magnify 
the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together. I sought the LORD, and 
he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears. Look to him, and be 
radiant; so your faces shall never be ashamed. This poor soul cried, and was 
heard by the LORD, and was saved from every trouble. The angel of the LORD 
encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them. O taste and see that 
the LORD is good; happy are those who take refuge in him. O fear the LORD, you 
his holy ones, for those who fear him have no want. The young lions suffer want 
and hunger, but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing. The LORD 
redeems the life of his servants; none of those who take refuge in him will be 
condemned.  
 
1 John 3:1-3  
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; 
and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did 
not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet 
been revealed. What we do know is this when he is revealed, we will be like 
him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify 
themselves, just as he is pure.  
 
Matthew 5:1-12  
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 
his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. "Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they will be comforted. "Blessed are the meek, for they 
will inherit the earth. "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled. "Blessed are the merciful, for they will 
receive mercy. "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. "Blessed are 
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the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. "Blessed are those who 
are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 
of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.”  
 

The Second Sunday of the Kingdom – 8 November 2020 
(Remembrance Sunday) 
The Collect 
Almighty Father, whose will is to restore all things in your beloved Son, the King 
of all: govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, and bring the families 
of the nations, divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, to be subject to his 
just and gentle rule; grant this for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, to whom 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
Amos 5:18-24  
Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of the 
LORD? It is darkness, not light; as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a 
bear; or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten 
by a snake. Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no 
brightness in it? I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your 
solemn assemblies. Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain 
offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted 
animals I will not look upon. Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will 
not listen to the melody of your harps. But let justice roll down like waters, and 
righteousness like an everflowing stream.  
 
Psalm 70 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me. O LORD, make haste to help me! Let those be 
put to shame and confusion who seek my life. Let those be turned back and 
brought to dishonour who desire to hurt me. Let those who say, "Aha, Aha!" 
turn back because of their shame. Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in 
you. Let those who love your salvation say evermore, "God is great!" But I am 
poor and needy; hasten to me, O God! You are my help and my deliverer; O 
LORD, do not delay!  
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1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who 
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the 
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no 
means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of 
command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will 
descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are 
alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet 
the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage 
one another with these words.  
 
Matthew 25:1-13  
Jesus spoke this parable to the disciples: "Then the kingdom of heaven will be 
like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 
Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their 
lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their 
lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 
But at midnight there was a shout, 'Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him.' Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The 
foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' 
But the wise replied, 'No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had 
better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.' And while they went to 
buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the 
wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came 
also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.' But he replied, 'Truly I tell you, I do not 
know you.' Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”  

 
 
The Third Sunday of the Kingdom – 15 November 2020 
 
The Collect 
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the works of the 
devil and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: grant that we, 
having this hope, may purify ourselves even as he is pure; that when he shall 
appear in power and great glory we may be made like him in his eternal and 
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glorious kingdom; grant this for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, to whom with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18  
Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is at hand; the LORD has 
prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. At that time I will search 
Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest complacently on 
their dregs, those who say in their hearts, "The LORD will not do good, nor will 
he do harm." Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. 
Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant 
vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. The great day of the LORD is 
near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the 
warrior cries aloud there. That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and 
anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of 
clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the 
fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. I will bring such distress upon 
people that they shall walk like the blind; because they have sinned against the 
LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. 
Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the 
Lord's wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; for a 
full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.  
 
Psalm 90:1-8, (9-11), 12  
Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains 
were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from 
everlasting to everlasting you are God. You turn us back to dust, and say, "Turn 
back, you mortals." For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it 
is past, or like a watch in the night. You sweep them away; they are like a 
dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning; in the morning it flourishes 
and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers. For we are consumed by 
your anger; by your wrath we are overwhelmed. You have set our iniquities 
before you, our secret sins in the light of your countenance. For all our days 
pass away under your wrath; our years come to an end like a sigh. The days of 
our life are seventy years, or perhaps eighty, if we are strong; even then their 
span is only toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away. Who 
considers the power of your anger? Your wrath is as great as the fear that is due 
you. So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.  
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1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  
Concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to 
have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of 
the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, "There is peace and 
security," then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come 
upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not 
in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of 
light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let 
us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those 
who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since 
we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and 
love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for 
wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore 
encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.  
 
Matthew 25:14-30  
Jesus said to his disciples, "The kingdom of heaven is as if a man, going on a 
journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he 
gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 
ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off 
at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, 
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had 
received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 
master's money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled 
accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came 
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me five 
talents; see, I have made five more talents.' His master said to him, 'Well done, 
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will 
put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' And the 
one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 'Master, you handed over 
to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.' His master said to him, 
'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 
Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 
'Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid 
your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' But his master replied, 
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'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, 
and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money 
with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own 
with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten 
talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be 
taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' “ 

 
 
Christ the King – 22 November 2020 
 
The Collect 
Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven 
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: keep the Church in the unity 
of the Spirit and in the bond of peace, and bring the whole created order to 
worship at his feet; grant this for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, to whom 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24  
Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them 
out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered 
sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to 
which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will 
bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will 
bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, 
by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them 
with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; 
there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich 
pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, 
and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. I will seek the lost, and I will 
bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 
weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat 
sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and 
butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and 
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wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge 
between sheep and sheep. I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant 
David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, 
the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; 
I, the LORD, have spoken.  
 
Psalm 95:1-7a  
O come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 
salvation! Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful 
noise to him with songs of praise! For the LORD is a great God, and a great King 
above all gods. In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the 
mountains are his also. The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his 
hands have formed. O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before 
the LORD, our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, 
and the sheep of his hand.  
 
Ephesians 1:15-23  
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in 
my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, 
with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among 
the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to 
work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 
the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the 
head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all.  
 
Matthew 25:31-46  
Jesus said to the disciples, "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his 
right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right 
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hand, 'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took 
care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.' Then the righteous will answer 
him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty 
and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger 
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we 
saw you sick or in prison and visited you?' And the king will answer them, 'Truly 
I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.' Then he will say to those at his left hand, 'You that are 
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you 
did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' Then they 
also will answer, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?' Then he will 
answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it to me.' And these will go away into eternal punishment, 
but the righteous into eternal life."  
 

 
The First Sunday of Advent – 29 November 2020 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on 
the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus 
Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come 
again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the 
life immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Isaiah 64:1-9  
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains 
would quake at your presence-- as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire 
causes water to boil-- to make your name known to your adversaries, so that 
the nations might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that 
we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
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From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any 
God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. You meet those who 
gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and 
we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. We have all become like 
one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all 
fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one 
who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden 
your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. Yet, O 
LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the 
work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember 
iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people.  
 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You who are 
enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim and Benjamin and 
Manasseh. Stir up your might, and come to save us! Restore us, O God; let your 
face shine, that we may be saved. O LORD God of hosts, how long will you be 
angry with your people's prayers? You have fed them with the bread of tears, 
and given them tears to drink in full measure. You make us the scorn of our 
neighbours; our enemies laugh among themselves. Restore us, O God of hosts; 
let your face shine, that we may be saved. But let your hand be upon the one at 
your right hand, the one whom you made strong for yourself. Then we will 
never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your name. Restore us, 
O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.  
 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9  
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give 
thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 
given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in 
speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been 
strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the 
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is 
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  
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Mark 13:24-37  
Jesus said to his disciples: "But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from 
heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the 
Son of Man coming in clouds' with great power and glory. Then he will send out 
the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth 
to the ends of heaven. "From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 
becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So 
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the 
very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these 
things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not 
pass away. "But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not 
know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he 
leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands 
the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake--for you do not 
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or 
at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes 
suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake."  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


