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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the latest edition of Sunday Collects and Readings, together with
prayers that you can use at home. This collection takes us from the middle of
the Easter season, through Ascension and Pentecost, and into Ordinary Time,
when the Sundays are numbered after Trinity.

The great Feasts of Ascension and Pentecost are twin poles which represent the
culmination of the Easter season, which lasts for 50 days. Ascension falls 40 days
after Easter, and so is always on a Thursday. This ties in with what the Bible says
about Jesus being with his disciples for 40 days after the Resurrection. At
Ascension, Jesus leaves the earth in his physical form, and effectively says “over
to you guys” —it’s up to his followers (that’s us in the present day) to continue
his work. Ten days later comes Pentecost (the word means “fiftieth day” in
Greek). This is when we are equipped to do that work with the gift of the Holy
Spirit. A week after Pentecost is Trinity Sunday, when we acknowledge the
mystery of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. After Trinity Sunday, we enter
Ordinary Time, which lasts until November.

For the last few years, the period between Ascension Day and Pentecost has
been designated as a time of prayer for the coming of God’s Kingdom by
churches in the UK. As part of this, last year our deanery ran a “24/7 Prayer
Initiative”, when from the Monday after Ascension Day until Pentecost we had a
continuous stream of prayer, all day, every day. People signed up to do one-
hour slots. If you want to take part in this, please get in touch with me, or you
can sign up by going to the following link:

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16zt7KJnaevGa0dGs067x3BZT5Cw?2id
uUtcnOPwgjuBk/edit?usp=sharing

Fr Richard Green
May 2021



ONLINE SERVICES

Livestreamed Eucharist every Sunday at 9.30am
Other special occasions as announced

Every Tuesday and Thursday at 9.30am
Wednesdays alternately 9.30am or 6.00pm
Mid-week Eucharist with homily

www.facebook.com/stfagansaberdare

Services are available afterwards on our YouTube channel
www.youtube.com and search for Parish of Aberdare St Fagan

Links are also available at www.stfagansaberdare.co.uk/livestreamed-services

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION FOR MATERIAL CONTAINED
IN THIS BOOKLET

The prayers for the morning, evening and before going to bed are taken from
Common Worship: Daily Prayer © The Archbishops’ Council 2005.

The collects are © Representative Body of the Church in Wales 2003.

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized
Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide; and from the Good News Bible © 1994 published by the Bible
Societies/HarperCollins Publishers Ltd UK, Good News Bible© American Bible
Society 1966, 1971, 1976, 1992. Used with permission.


http://www.youtube.com/

PRAYERS FOR VARIOUS OCCASIONS

Forms of morning prayer, prayer during the day, evening prayer and night
prayer can be found by searching online for “Church of England Daily Prayer”.

Further resources can also be found on the Church in Wales website,
www.churchinwales.org.uk

A prayer for the morning

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one
heart and mind. As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of
your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for
ever. Amen.

A prayer for the evening
That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, let us pray with one heart
and mind. As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, so may your mercy
come down upon us to cleanse our hearts and set us free to sing your praise
now and for ever. Amen.

A prayer before going to bed

Lighten our darkness, Lord, we pray, and in your great mercy defend us from
all perils and dangers of this night, for the love of your only Son, our Saviour
Jesus Christ. Amen.

A prayer for all those affected by Covid-19

Dear Father, who created us, and redeemed us, and who has promised us your
love, be with us in a time of danger and of worry. May those who suffer, or who
are ill, know the blessing of your grace, while we who are well be inspired by
your Spirit to be wise and to be servants, working for the healing and wholeness
of all, each in our own way. Keep us calm and cautious, strong and open to
service, so that we take care of those around us, and also ourselves. We ask this
in the name of Jesus. Amen.

The Diocese of Llandaff Vision Prayer

Loving heavenly Father, you call us to grow your kingdom, help us to tell a
joyful story and to build your goodness in our world, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.



AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

It is an ancient practice of the Church that, when people are prevented from
attending the Holy Eucharist, they are invited to express, in the words of St
Thomas Aquinas, ‘an ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Holy Sacrament and a
loving embrace as though we had already received Him.” Therefore, during this
time you are invited to pray one of these prayers, which may be said as often as
you desire, but is most appropriate when you would normally be attending the
Eucharist

My Jesus, | believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament.
| love you above all things, and | long for you in my soul.
Since | cannot now receive you sacramentally,

come at least spiritually into my heart.

As though you have already come,

| embrace you and unite myself entirely to you;

never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.

Or

Lord Jesus Christ,

you are the bread of life and the one true vine.

| believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist.
| seek you. | worship and adore you.

Since | cannot receive you in the Eucharistic bread and wine,

| pray that you will come into my heart and soul,

that | may be united to you, by your all-powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit.
Let me receive you, and be nourished by you.

Become for me the manna in my wilderness,

the bread of angels for my very human journey through time,

a foretaste of the heavenly banquet,

and solace in the hour of my death.

| pray all this, trusting that you yourself are

our Life, our Peace, and our everlasting Joy. Amen.

Source:
https://www.praytellblog.com/index.php/2020/03/15/seeking-to-
encounterthe-

eucharistic-christ-in-digital-bread-and-wine/
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COLLECTS AND READINGS

The Fifth Sunday of Easter — 2 May 2021

The Collect

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have overcome
death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, as by your grace
going before us you put into our minds good desires, so by your continual help
we may bring them to good effect; through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Acts 8.26-40

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get ready and go south to the road that goes
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This road is not used nowadays.) So Philip got ready
and went. Now an Ethiopian eunuch, who was an important official in charge of
the treasury of the queen of Ethiopia, was on his way home. He had been to
Jerusalem to worship God and was going back home in his carriage. As he rode
along, he was reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. The Holy Spirit said
to Philip, “Go over to that carriage and stay close to it.” Philip ran over and
heard him reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. He asked him, “Do you
understand what you are reading?” The official replied, “How can | understand
unless someone explains it to me?” And he invited Philip to climb up and sit in
the carriage with him. The passage of scripture which he was reading was this:
“He was like a sheep that is taken to be slaughtered, like a lamb that makes no
sound when its wool is cut off. He did not say a word. He was humiliated, and
justice was denied him. No one will be able to tell about his descendants,
because his life on earth has come to an end.” The official asked Philip, “Tell me,
of whom is the prophet saying this? Of himself or of someone else?” Then Philip
began to speak; starting from this passage of scripture, he told him the Good
News about Jesus. As they travelled down the road, they came to a place where
there was some water, and the official said, “Here is some water. What is to
keep me from being baptized?” The official ordered the carriage to stop, and
both Philip and the official went down into the water, and Philip baptized

him. 3° When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord took Philip
away. The official did not see him again, but continued on his way, full of



joy. Philip found himself in Azotus; he went on to Caesarea, and on the way he
preached the Good News in every town.

The Sixth Sunday of Easter (Rogation Sunday) — 9 May 2021

The Collect

God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of darkness and
brought us into the kingdom of your Son: grant, that as by his death he has
recalled us to life, so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal
joy; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Acts 10.44-48

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word.
The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the
gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard
them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, "Can anyone
withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit
just as we have?" So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.

Psalm 98

O sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvellous things. His right
hand and his holy arm have gotten him victory. The LORD has made known his
victory; he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. He has
remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the
ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. Make a joyful noise to the
LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises. Sing praises to
the LORD with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody. With trumpets
and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD. Let
the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who live in it. Let the floods
clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy at the presence of the LORD,
for he is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity.



1 John 5:1-6

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and
everyone who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the
children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. For the love
of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are
not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is
the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world
but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? This is the one who came
by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water
and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.

John 15:9-17

As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father's
commandments and abide in his love. | have said these things to you so that my
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. "This is my
commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. No one has
greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. You are my
friends if you do what | command you. | do not call you servants any longer,
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but | have called
you friends, because | have made known to you everything that | have heard
from my Father. You did not choose me but | chose you. And | appointed you to
go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever
you ask him in my name. | am giving you these commands so that you may love
one another.

Ascension Day — Thursday 13 May 2021

The Collect

Grant, we pray, almighty God, that as we believe your only-begotten Son our
Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into the heavens, so we in heart and mind
may also ascend and with him continually dwell; who is alive and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Daniel 7:9-14

As | watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne; his
clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne
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was fiery flames, and its wheels were burning fire. A stream of fire issued and
flowed out from his presence. A thousand thousand served him, and ten
thousand times ten thousand stood attending him. The court sat in judgement,
and the books were opened. | watched then because of the noise of the
arrogant words that the horn was speaking. And as | watched, the beast was put
to death, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire. As for
the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives were
prolonged for a season and a time. As | watched in the night visions, | saw one
like a human being coming with the clouds of heaven. And he came to the
Ancient One and was presented before him. To him was given dominion and
glory and kingship, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his
kingship is one that shall never be destroyed.

Psalm 93

The LORD is king, he is robed in majesty; the LORD is robed, he is girded with
strength. He has established the world; it shall never be moved; your throne is
established from of old; you are from everlasting. The floods have lifted up, O
LORD, the floods have lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their roaring. More
majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, more majestic than the waves of
the sea, majestic on high is the LORD! Your decrees are very sure; holiness befits
your house, O LORD, forevermore.

Acts 1:1-11

In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from
the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After
his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait
there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard
from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now." So when they had come together, they asked
him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" He
replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by
his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth." When he had said this, as they were watching, he
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was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and
they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by
them. They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven?
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same
way as you saw him go into heaven."

Luke 24:44-53

Jesus said to the disciples: "These are my words that | spoke to you while | was
still with you — that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, |
am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until
you have been clothed with power from on high." Then he led them out as far
as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing
them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they
worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were
continually in the temple blessing God.

Sunday after Ascension Day — 16 May 2021

The Collect

O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great
triumph to your kingdom in heaven: we beseech you, leave us not comfortless,
but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us and exalt us to the place where our
Saviour Christ is gone before, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd
numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the scripture
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had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning
Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus — for he was numbered
among us and was allotted his share in this ministry." So one of the men who
have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out
among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken
up from us — one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection."
So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus,
and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, "Lord, you know everyone's heart.
Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place."
And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to
the eleven apostles.

Psalm 1

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path
that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; but their delight is in the law of
the LORD, and on his law they meditate day and night. They are like trees
planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their
leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away. Therefore the wicked will not stand
in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; for the LORD
watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.

1John 5:9-13

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the
testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son
of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God
have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given
concerning his Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this
life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son
of God does not have life. | write these things to you who believe in the name of
the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.

John 17:6-19

Jesus looked up to heaven and prayed: "Father, | have made your name known
to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave
them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you
have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me | have given to
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them, and they have received them and know in truth that | came from you;
and they have believed that you sent me. | am asking on their behalf; | am not
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me,
because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and | have been
glorified in them. And now | am no longer in the world, but they are in the
world, and | am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you
have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While | was with them, |
protected them in your name that you have given me. | guarded them, and not
one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture
might be fulfilled. But now | am coming to you, and | speak these things in the
world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. | have given
them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to
the world, just as | do not belong to the world. | am not asking you to take them
out of the world, but | ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not
belong to the world, just as | do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the
truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so | have sent
them into the world. And for their sakes | sanctify myself, so that they also may
be sanctified in truth.

Day of Pentecost — 23 May 2021

The Collect

God, who at this time taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to
them the light of your Holy Spirit: grant us by the same Spirit to have a right
judgement in all things and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort;

through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Acts 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it
filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire,
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit
gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven
living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed
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and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And
how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians,
Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs —
in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?"
But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." But Peter,
standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what | say.
Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the
morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 'In the last days
it will be, God declares, that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and
women, in those days | will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And |
will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood,
and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to
blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. Then everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the
earth is full of your creatures. Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things
innumerable are there, living things both small and great. There go the ships,
and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. These all look to you to give them
their food in due season; when you give to them, they gather it up; when you
open your hand, they are filled with good things. When you hide your face, they
are dismayed; when you take away their breath, they die and return to their
dust. When you send forth your spirit, they are created; and you renew the face
of the ground. May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD rejoice
in his works — who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches the
mountains and they smoke. | will sing to the LORD as long as I live; | will sing
praise to my God while | have being. May my meditation be pleasing to him, for
| rejoice in the LORD. Bless the LORD, O my soul. Praise the LORD!

Romans 8:22-27
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now;
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and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.
For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes
for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with
patience. Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how
to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for
words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

Jesus spoke to his disciples: "When the Advocate comes, whom | will send to
you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will
testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been with me
from the beginning. "l did not say these things to you from the beginning,
because | was with you. But now | am going to him who sent me; yet none of
you asks me, 'Where are you going?' But because | have said these things to
you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless | tell you the truth: it is to your
advantage that | go away, for if | do not go away, the Advocate will not come to
you; but if I go, | will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the
world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because
they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because | am going to the
Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this
world has been condemned. | still have many things to say to you, but you
cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all
the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears,
and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me,
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is
mine. For this reason | said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

Trinity Sunday — 30 May 2021

The Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given us your servants grace, by the
confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity and in
the power of the divine majesty to worship the Unity: keep us steadfast in this
faith, that we may evermore be defended from all adversities; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
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one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Isaiah 6:1-8

In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance
above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two
they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and
said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory."
The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the
house filled with smoke. And | said: "Woe is me! | am lost, for | am a man of
unclean lips, and | live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen
the King, the LORD of hosts!" Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live
coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched
my mouth with it and said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has
departed and your sin is blotted out." Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying,
"Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?" And | said, "Here am |; send me!"

Psalm 29

Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name; worship the LORD in holy splendour.
The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the LORD,
over mighty waters. The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is
full of majesty. The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; the LORD breaks the
cedars of Lebanon. He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Sirion like a young
wild ox. The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. The voice of the
LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. The
voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl, and strips the forest bare; and in his
temple all say, "Glory!" The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD sits
enthroned as king forever. May the LORD give strength to his people! May the
LORD bless his people with peace!

Romans 8:12-17

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according
to the flesh — for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led
by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When
we cry, "Abba! Father!" it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that
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we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs
with Christ--if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with
him.

John 3:1-17

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the
presence of God." Jesus answered him, "Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the
kingdom of God without being born from above." Nicodemus said to him, "How
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into
the mother's womb and be born?" Jesus answered, "Very truly, | tell you, no
one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What
is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be
astonished that | said to you, 'You must be born from above.' The wind blows
where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit."
Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?" Jesus answered him, "Are
you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? "Very truly,
| tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you
do not receive our testimony. If | have told you about earthly things and you do
not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? No one has
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of
Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son
of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God
so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him.

The First Sunday after Trinity — 6 June 2021

The Collect

God, the strength of all those who put their trust in you, mercifully accept our
prayers and, because through the weakness of our mortal nature we can do no
good thing without you, grant us the help of your grace, that in the keeping of
your commandments we may please you both in will and deed; through Jesus
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Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Genesis 3.8-15

That evening the man and the woman heard the Lord God walking in the
garden, and they hid from him among the trees. But the Lord God called out to
the man, “Where are you?” He answered, “I heard you in the garden; | was
afraid and hid from you, because | was naked.”

“Who told you that you were naked?” God asked. “Did you eat the fruit that |
told you not to eat?” The man answered, “The woman you put here with me
gave me the fruit, and | ate it.” The Lord God asked the woman, “Why did you do
this?” She replied, “The snake tricked me into eating it.” Then the Lord God said
to the snake, “You will be punished for this; you alone of all the animals must
bear this curse: From now on you will crawl on your belly, and you will have to
eat dust as long as you live. | will make you and the woman hate each other; her
offspring and yours will always be enemies. Her offspring will crush your head,
and you will bite her offspring'’s heel.”

Mark 3.20-35

Such a large crowd gathered that Jesus and his disciples had no time to

eat. When his family heard about it, they set out to take charge of him, because
people were saying, “He's gone mad!” Some teachers of the Law who had come
from Jerusalem were saying, “He has Beelzebul in him! It is the chief of the
demons who gives him the power to drive them out.” So Jesus called them to
him and spoke to them in parables: “How can Satan drive out Satan? If a
country divides itself into groups which fight each other, that country will fall
apart. If a family divides itself into groups which fight each other, that family will
fall apart. So if Satan's kingdom divides into groups, it cannot last, but will fall
apart and come to an end. No one can break into a strong man's house and take
away his belongings unless he first ties up the strong man; then he can plunder
his house. | assure you that people can be forgiven all their sins and all the evil
things they may say. But whoever says evil things against the Holy Spirit will
never be forgiven, because he has committed an eternal sin.” (Jesus said this
because some people were saying, “He has an evil spirit in him.”) Then Jesus'
mother and brothers arrived. They stood outside the house and sent in a
message, asking for him. A crowd was sitting around Jesus, and they said to him,
“Look, your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, and they want
you.” Jesus answered, “Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?” He looked at
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the people sitting around him and said, “Look! Here are my mother and my
brothers! Whoever does what God wants is my brother, my sister, my mother.”

The Second Sunday after Trinity — 13 June 2021

The Collect

Lord, you have taught us that all our doings without love are nothing worth:
send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love,
the true bond of peace and of all virtues, without which whoever lives is
counted dead before you. Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, who is
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Ezekiel 17:22-24

Thus says the Lord GOD: | myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; |
will set it out. | will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; |
myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. On the mountain height of
Israel | will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and
become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its
branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. All the trees of the field shall
know that | am the LORD. | bring low the high tree, | make high the low tree; |
dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. | the LORD have spoken; |
will accomplish it.

Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to your name, O Most High;
to declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night, to
the music of the lute and the harp, to the melody of the lyre. For you, O LORD,
have made me glad by your work; at the works of your hands | sing for joy. The
righteous flourish like the palm tree, and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. They are
planted in the house of the LORD; they flourish in the courts of our God. In old
age they still produce fruit; they are always green and full of sap, showing that
the LORD is upright; he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.

2 Corinthians 5:6-17
We are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in
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the body we are away from the Lord — for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we
do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to
please him. For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that
each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether
good or evil. Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others;
but we ourselves are well known to God, and | hope that we are also well
known to your consciences. We are not commending ourselves to you again,
but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to
answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. For if we
are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For
the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for
all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live
no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. From
now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in
that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new!

Mark 4:26-34

Jesus said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then
the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he
goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come." He also said, "With what
can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it?

It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of
all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest
of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make
nests in its shade." With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as
they were able to hear it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he
explained everything in private to his disciples.

The Third Sunday after Trinity — 20 June 2021

The Collect
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Almighty God, you have broken the tyranny of sin and have sent the Spirit of
your Son into our hearts whereby we call you Father: give us grace to dedicate
our freedom to your service, that we and all creation may be brought to the
glorious liberty of the children of God; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Job 38:1-11

The LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind: "Who is this that darkens counsel
by words without knowledge? Gird up your loins like a man, | will question you,
and you shall declare to me. Where were you when | laid the foundation of the
earth? Tell me, if you have understanding. Who determined its measurements--
surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? On what were its bases
sunk, or who laid its cornerstone when the morning stars sang together and all
the heavenly beings shouted for joy? Or who shut in the sea with doors when it
burst out from the womb? When | made the clouds its garment, and thick
darkness its swaddling band, and prescribed bounds for it, and set bars and
doors, and said, 'Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your
proud waves be stopped'?”

Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever.
Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, those he redeemed from trouble and
gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the west, from the north
and from the south. Some went down to the sea in ships, doing business on the
mighty waters; they saw the deeds of the LORD, his wondrous works in the
deep. For he commanded and raised the stormy wind, which lifted up the waves
of the sea. They mounted up to heaven, they went down to the depths; their
courage melted away in their calamity; they reeled and staggered like
drunkards, and were at their wits' end. Then they cried to the LORD in their
trouble, and he brought them out from their distress; he made the storm be
still, and the waves of the sea were hushed. Then they were glad because they
had quiet, and he brought them to their desired haven. Let them thank the
LORD for his steadfast love, for his wonderful works to humankind. Let them
extol him in the congregation of the people, and praise him in the assembly of
the elders.

2 Corinthians 6:1-13
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As we work together with Christ, we urge you also not to accept the grace of
God in vain. For he says, "At an acceptable time | have listened to you, and on a
day of salvation | have helped you." See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is
the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no
fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we have
commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions,
hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labours, sleepless nights,
hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine
love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness
for the right hand and for the left; in honour and dishonour, inill repute and
good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and
yet are well known; as dying, and see--we are alive; as punished, and yet not
killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as
having nothing, and yet possessing everything. We have spoken frankly to you
Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. There is no restriction in our
affections, but only in yours. In return — | speak as to children — open wide your
hearts also.

Mark 4:35-41

When evening had come, Jesus said to the disciples, "Let us go across to the
other side." And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat,
just as he was. Other boats were with him. A great windstorm arose, and the
waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. But he
was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him,
"Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?" He woke up and rebuked the
wind, and said to the sea, "Peace! Be still!" Then the wind ceased, and there
was a dead calm. He said to them, "Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?"
And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, "Who then is this,
that even the wind and the sea obey him?"

The Fourth Sunday after Trinity — 27 June 2021

The Collect

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong,
nothing is holy: increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that with you as our
ruler and guide we may so pass through things temporal that we finally lose not
the things eternal; grant this, heavenly Father, for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
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who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

Wisdom of Solomon 1:13-15, 2:23-24

God did not make death, and he does not delight in the death of the living. For
he created all things so that they might exist; the generative forces of the world
are wholesome, and there is no destructive poison in them, and the dominion of
Hades is not on earth. For righteousness is immortal. For God created us for
incorruption, and made us in the image of his own eternity, but through the
devil's envy death entered the world, and those who belong to his company
experience it.

Psalm 30

| will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up, and did not let my foes
rejoice over me. O LORD my God, | cried to you for help, and you have healed
me. O LORD, you brought up my soul from Sheol, restored me to life from
among those gone down to the Pit. Sing praises to the LORD, O you his faithful
ones, and give thanks to his holy name. For his anger is but for a moment; his
favour is for a lifetime. Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the
morning. As for me, | said in my prosperity, "l shall never be moved." By your
favour, O LORD, you had established me as a strong mountain; you hid your
face; | was dismayed. To you, O LORD, | cried, and to the LORD | made
supplication: "What profit is there in my death, if | go down to the Pit? Will the
dust praise you? Will it tell of your faithfulness? Hear, O LORD, and be gracious
to me! O LORD, be my helper!" You have turned my mourning into dancing; you
have taken off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, so that my soul may
praise you and not be silent. O LORD my God, | will give thanks to you forever.

2 Corinthians 8:7-15

Now as you excel in everything —in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost
eagerness, and in our love for you — so we want you to excel also in this
generous undertaking. | do not say this as a command, but | am testing the
genuineness of your love against the earnestness of others. For you know the
generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your
sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. And in this
matter | am giving my advice: it is appropriate for you who began last year not
only to do something but even to desire to do something — now finish doing it,
so that your eagerness may be matched by completing it according to your
means. For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one
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has — not according to what one does not have. | do not mean that there should
be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a question of a fair balance
between your present abundance and their need, so that their abundance may
be for your need, in order that there may be a fair balance. As it is written, "The
one who had much did not have too much, and the one who had little did not
have too little."

Mark 5:21-43

When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd
gathered around him; and he was by the sea. Then one of the leaders of the
synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him, fell at his feet and begged
him repeatedly, "My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your
hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live." So he went with him.
And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. Now there was a
woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years. She had
endured much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she
was no better, but rather grew worse. She had heard about Jesus, and came up
behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, for she said, "If | but touch his
clothes, | will be made well." Immediately her hemorrhage stopped; and she felt
in her body that she was healed of her disease. Immediately aware that power
had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, "Who
touched my clothes?" And his disciples said to him, "You see the crowd pressing
in on you; how can you say, 'Who touched me?'" He looked all around to see
who had done it. But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in
fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. He said
to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of
your disease." While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader's
house to say, "Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?" But
overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, "Do not
fear, only believe." He allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James, and
John, the brother of James. When they came to the house of the leader of the
synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. When he
had entered, he said to them, "Why do you make a commotion and weep? The
child is not dead but sleeping." And they laughed at him. Then he put them all
outside, and took the child's father and mother and those who were with him,
and went in where the child was. He took her by the hand and said to her,
"Talitha cum," which means, "Little girl, get up!" And immediately the girl got up
and began to walk about (she was twelve years of age). At this they were
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overcome with amazement. He strictly ordered them that no one should know
this, and told them to give her something to eat.

The Fifth Sunday after Trinity — 4 July 2021

The Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church

is governed and sanctified: hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful
people, that in their vocation and ministry they may serve you in holiness and
truth to the glory of your name; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Ezekiel 2:1-5

| heard a voice saying, “Mortal man, stand up. | want to talk to you.” While the
voice was speaking, God's spirit entered me and raised me to my feet, and |
heard the voice continue, “Mortal man, | am sending you to the people of Israel.
They have rebelled and turned against me and are still rebels, just as their
ancestors were. They are stubborn and do not respect me, so | am sending you
to tell them what I, the Sovereign Lord, am saying to them. Whether those rebels
listen to you or not, they will know that a prophet has been among them.

Mark 6:1-13

Jesus went back to his hometown, followed by his disciples. On the Sabbath he
began to teach in the synagogue. Many people were there; and when they heard
him, they were all amazed. “Where did he get all this?” they asked. “What
wisdom is this that has been given him? How does he perform miracles? Isn't he
the carpenter, the son of Mary, and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas, and
Simon? Aren't his sisters living here?” And so they rejected him. Jesus said to
them, “Prophets are respected everywhere except in their own hometown and
by their relatives and their family.” He was not able to perform any miracles
there, except that he placed his hands on a few sick people and healed them. He
was greatly surprised, because the people did not have faith. Then Jesus went to
the villages around there, teaching the people. He called the twelve disciples
together and sent them out two by two. He gave them authority over the evil
spirits and ordered them, “Don’'t take anything with you on the trip except a
walking stick—no bread, no beggar's bag, no money in your pockets. Wear
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sandals, but don't carry an extra shirt.” He also told them, “Wherever you are
welcomed, stay in the same house until you leave that place. If you come to a
town where people do not welcome you or will not listen to you, leave it and
shake the dust off your feet. That will be a warning to them!” So they went out
and preached that people should turn away from their sins. They drove out
many demons, and rubbed olive oil on many sick people and healed them.

The Sixth Sunday after Trinity — 11 July 2021

The Collect

Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as
pass our understanding: pour into our hearts such love toward you that we,
loving you in and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all
that we can desire; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Amos 7:7-15

This is what the Lord God showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built
with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. And the LORD said to me,
"Amos, what do you see?" And | said, "A plumb line." Then the Lord said, "See, |
am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; | will never again pass
them by; the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of
Israel shall be laid waste, and | will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the
sword." Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel,
saying, "Amos has conspired against you in the very centre of the house of
Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos has said,
'Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his
land."" And Amaziah said to Amos, "O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah,
earn your bread there, and prophesy there; but never again prophesy at Bethel,
for it is the king's sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom." Then Amos
answered Amaziah, "l am no prophet, nor a prophet's son; but | am a herdsman,
and a dresser of sycamore trees, and the LORD took me from following the
flock, and the LORD said to me, 'Go, prophesy to my people Israel.'

Psalm 85:8-13
Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak peace to his
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people, to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. Surely his
salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each
other. Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look
down from the sky. The LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its
increase. Righteousness will go before him, and will make a path for his steps.

Ephesians 1:3-14

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him
in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ,
according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that
he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace
that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ,
as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according
to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ,
might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were
marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our
inheritance toward redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory.

Mark 6:14-29

King Herod heard of the healings and other miracles, for Jesus' name had
become known. Some were saying, "John the baptizer has been raised from the
dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him." But others said, "It
is Elijah." And others said, "It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old." But
when Herod heard of it, he said, "John, whom | beheaded, has been raised." For
Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in
prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because Herod had
married her. For John had been telling Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have
your brother's wife." And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill
him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous
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and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly
perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came when
Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the
leaders of Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she
pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, "Ask me for
whatever you wish, and | will give it." And he solemnly swore to her, "Whatever
you ask me, | will give you, even half of my kingdom." She went out and said to
her mother, "What should | ask for?" She replied, "The head of John the
baptizer." Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, "l want you
to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter." The king was
deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not
want to refuse her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders
to bring John's head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head
on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his
disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.

The Seventh Sunday after Trinity — 18 July 2021

The Collect

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: graft in our
hearts the love of your name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with all
goodness, and of your great mercy keep us in the same; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

Jeremiah 23:1-6

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says
the LORD. Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the
shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and
have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So | will attend to
you for your evil doings, says the LORD. Then | myself will gather the remnant of
my flock out of all the lands where | have driven them, and | will bring them
back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. | will raise up
shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any
longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. The days are
surely coming, says the LORD, when | will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
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and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in
safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: "The LORD is our
righteousness."

Psalm 23

The LORD is my shepherd, | shall not want. He makes me lie down in green
pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in
right paths for his name's sake. Even though | walk through the darkest valley, |
fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff-- they comfort me. You
prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head
with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.

Ephesians 2:11-22

Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called "the uncircumcision”
by those who are called "the circumcision" — a physical circumcision made in the
flesh by human hands — remember that you were at that time without Christ,
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants
of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ
Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has
broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. He has
abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create
in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might
reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to
death that hostility through it. So he came and proclaimed peace to you who
were far off and peace to those who were near; for through him both of us have
access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and
aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household
of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ
Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together
and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together
spiritually into a dwelling place for God.

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and
taught. He said to them, "Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and
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rest a while." For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to
eat. And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. Now
many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot
from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a
great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep
without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. When they had
crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. When
they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, and rushed about that
whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he
was. And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in
the marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his
cloak; and all who touched it were healed.

St James the Apostle — 25 July 2021

The Collect

Merciful God, whose holy apostle Saint James, leaving his father and all that he
had, was obedient to the calling of your Son Jesus Christ and followed him even
to death: help us, forsaking the false attractions of the world, to be ready at all
times to answer your call without delay; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is
alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Jeremiah 45. 1-5

The word that the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Baruch son of Neriah, when he
wrote these words in a scroll at the dictation of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of
King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah: Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, to
you, O Baruch: You said, "Woe is me! The Lord has added sorrow to my pain; |
am weary with my groaning, and | find no rest." Thus you shall say to him, "Thus
says the Lord: | am going to break down what | have built, and pluck up what |
have planted -- that is, the whole land. And you, do you seek great things for
yourself? Do not seek them; for | am going to bring disaster upon all flesh, says
the Lord; but | will give you your life as a prize of war in every place to which
you may go."
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Psalm 126

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we like those who
dream. Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of
joy. The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed. Restore our
fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses of the Negev. Those who sowed with
tears will reap with songs of joy. Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

Acts 11. 27-12.2

At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them
named Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a
severe famine over all the world; and this took place during the reign of
Claudius. The disciples determined that according to their ability, each would
send relief to the believers living in Judea; this they did, sending it to the elders
by Barnabas and Saul. About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some
who belonged to the church. He had James, the brother of John, killed with the
sword.

Matthew 20.20-28

The mother of the sons of Zebedee came to Jesus with her sons, and kneeling
before him, she asked a favour of him. And he said to her, "What do you want?"
She said to him, "Declare that these two sons of mine will sit, one at your right
hand and one at your left, in your kingdom." But Jesus answered, "You do not
know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that | am about to
drink?" They said to him, "We are able." He said to them, "You will indeed drink
my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left, this is not mine to grant, but
it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father." When the ten
heard it, they were angry with the two brothers. But Jesus called them to him
and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so among you; but whoever
wishes to be great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be
first among you must be your slave; just as the Son of Man came not to be
served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many."

The Ninth Sunday after Trinity — 1 August 2021
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The Collect

Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your Church:
open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may bring forth the fruit of
the Spirit in love and joy and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who
is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Exodus 16.2-4, 9-15

In the desert the whole Israelite community all complained to Moses and

Aaron and said to them, “We wish that the Lord had killed us in Egypt. There we
could at least sit down and eat meat and as much other food as we wanted. But
you have brought us out into this desert to starve us all to death.” The Lord said
to Moses, “Now | am going to cause food to rain down from the sky for all of
you. The people must go out every day and gather enough for that day. In this
way | can test them to find out if they will follow my instructions. Moses said to
Aaron, “Tell the whole community to come and stand before the Lord, because
he has heard their complaints.” As Aaron spoke to the whole community, they
turned toward the desert, and suddenly the dazzling light of the Lord appeared
in a cloud. The Lord said to Moses, “I have heard the complaints of the Israelites.
Tell them that at twilight they will have meat to eat, and in the morning they will
have all the bread they want. Then they will know that |, the Lord, am their
God.” In the evening a large flock of quails flew in, enough to cover the camp,
and in the morning there was dew all around the camp. When the dew
evaporated, there was something thin and flaky on the surface of the desert. It
was as delicate as frost. When the Israelites saw it, they didn't know what it was
and asked each other, “What is it?” Moses said to them, “This is the food that
the Lord has given you to eat.

John 6.24-35

When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were at the place where
Jesus had given the bread, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum,
looking for him. When the people found Jesus on the other side of the lake, they
said to him, “Teacher, when did you get here?” Jesus answered, “I am telling you
the truth: you are looking for me because you ate the bread and had all you
wanted, not because you understood my miracles. 2? Do not work for food that
spoils; instead, work for the food that lasts for eternal life. This is the food which
the Son of Man will give you, because God, the Father, has put his mark of
approval on him.” So they asked him, “What can we do in order to do what God
wants us to do?” Jesus answered, “What God wants you to do is to believe in the
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one he sent.” They replied, “What miracle will you perform so that we may see it
and believe you? What will you do? Our ancestors ate manna in the desert, just
as the scripture says, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.””

“I am telling you the truth,” Jesus said. “What Moses gave you was not the
bread from heaven; it is my Father who gives you the real bread from

heaven. For the bread that God gives is he who comes down from heaven and
gives life to the world.”

“Sir,” they asked him, “give us this bread always.”

“I am the bread of life,” Jesus told them. “Those who come to me will never be
hungry,; those who believe in me will never be thirsty.”

The Tenth Sunday after Trinity — 8 August 2021

The Collect

Let your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of your humble servants;
and that they may obtain their petitions make them to ask such things as shall
please you; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

1 Kings 19:4-8

Elijah went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a
solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: "It is enough; now, O LORD,
take away my life, for | am no better than my ancestors.” Then he lay down
under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said
to him, "Get up and eat." He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on
hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. The angel
of the LORD came a second time, touched him, and said, "Get up and eat,
otherwise the journey will be too much for you." He got up, and ate and drank;
then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb
the mount of God.

Psalm 34:1-8

| will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth. My
soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad. O magnify
the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together. | sought the LORD, and
he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears. Look to him, and be
radiant; so your faces shall never be ashamed. This poor soul cried, and was
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heard by the LORD, and was saved from every trouble. The angel of the LORD
encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them. O taste and see that
the LORD is good; happy are those who take refuge in him.

Ephesians 4:25-5:2

Putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbours, for we
are members of one another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go
down on your anger, and do not make room for the devil. Thieves must give up
stealing; rather let them labour and work honestly with their own hands, so as
to have something to share with the needy. Let no evil talk come out of your
mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your
words may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of
God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. Put
away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander,
together with all malice, and be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving
one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. Therefore be imitators of God,
as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for
us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

John 6:35, 41-51

Jesus said to the crowd, "l am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never
be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. Then the Jews
began to complain about him because he said, "l am the bread that came down
from heaven." They were saying, "Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose
father and mother we know? How can he now say, 'l have come down from
heaven'?" Jesus answered them, "Do not complain among yourselves. No one
can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and | will raise that
person up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, 'And they shall all be
taught by God.' Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to
me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he
has seen the Father. Very truly, | tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. | am
the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died.
This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and
not die. | am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of
this bread will live forever; and the bread that | will give for the life of the world
is my flesh."
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